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INTRODUCTION 
 

 We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to our Equine 
Reproduction Short Course.  As breeders ourselves, we appreciate the difficulties that can 
be faced when trying to run a successful breeding operation.  Just understanding the 
basics of reproduction can be a daunting proposition, let alone trying to stay abreast of 
the latest technology and advancements in the field. 
 If you are a veterinarian, we recognize that you have the unenviable task of being 
expected to know what is available not only in equine reproduction, but all other aspects 
of equine health and whatever other species of animals they treat.  As a result of 
recognizing the difficulties involved with locating current, correct and practical 
information, we realized that there was a need for short courses, for not only veterinarians 
and reproduction specialists, but for horse breeders.   

If you are a breeder, we would like to encourage you to develop and cultivate a 
good working relationship with your veterinarian, which will be vital for your ongoing 
success. Much of the information contained in our short courses will enhance your equine 
reproduction knowledge, but it cannot replace your veterinarian. 
 As we spend the spring and summers practicing what is taught in the courses we 
have the practical experience that we believe is important to teach you successfully.  We 
also research ideas that we believe may be beneficial to the industry, as well as field test 
new products, and will only endorse those products which we have used and found to 
work well.  We know the pitfalls, expenses and problems that are part of breeding horses 
and strive to present information that is current and cost affective.  We are both published 
authors in multiple national magazines and firmly believe that the sharing of information 
with others can only be beneficial. 

State Regulations defining the “practice of veterinary medicine” vary 
considerably from State to State. Most, but not all, States permit the performing of 
procedures on one’s own horses, including artificial insemination. Many States have 
controls over procedures – including AI – being performed on other people’s animals. 
Some States may require a licensing of persons performing AI. As the regulations vary 
considerably from State to State, we recommend you obtain and closely review a copy of 
your own State’s regulations in order that you may ensure full compliance. 
 We wish to continue to offer these courses across the country and as you will 
appreciate, the organizational costs are significant. With that in mind, we would like to 
say that these course notes are copyrighted, but additional copies are available for sale to 
those who attend the short courses.  If you wish to give them to a friend or an associate, 
we would ask that you purchase an extra set and not duplicate them. 
 We are extremely grateful to the many persons that have provided us with 
graphics for use in the presentation, and are pleased to offer recognition to those people at 
the end of the presentations. Regrettably, as we do not own the copyright to these photos, 
we are unable to include them in the course notes. 
 Our website at www.equine-reproduction.com is the largest of its kind on the 
Internet and we are always happy to see you visit.  We would also like to invite you to 
join the Yahoo email list on equine reproduction.  It is moderated by us and is the largest 
email list of its kind in the world.  It gives breeders, veterinarians and repro specialists the 
unique opportunity to share information in the field of equine reproduction. To subscribe 
to this list, just visit the subscription page on our website.   
 While on tour, we also offer semen freezing, stallion (semen collection and 
handling) training, and breeding management consulting services.  If you are interested in 
having us come to your farm, please feel free to contact us. 
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We hope you enjoy the short course and if you find it beneficial and informative, 

please tell everyone that you know who may wish to attend a future course.  If, however 
upon completion, you are not pleased with the information and material presented, please 
let us know how we can improve what we offer. 
 

To make the course run a little more smoothly, we would like to request that you 
review and attend to the following items. We will mention this in the introduction, but in 
the unfortunate event that you have missed it, there are a few points that we would like to 
ensure that you are aware of. Your compliance with these matters is appreciated. 

 
1. Please either turn your cell phone to “mute” or turn it off. In the event 

someone is using a cell phone during the presentation, the presentation will be halted to 
assist you in completing your call. Other attendees however may not be so happy with 
that! 

2. We will be covering a huge amount of information during the course. In 
order to achieve as much coverage as possible, there will be areas that are not covered in 
detail. Those areas will tend to be areas not in “daily use” in the field – a good example is 
that we cover mare hormones in detail, but stallion hormones very briefly. These notes do 
however carry more detailed review of all areas, so we hope that this will be sufficient for 
you. 

3. You will probably have questions! In fact, we consider that if you do not 
have questions, we may be doing something wrong! As a result of the time constraints 
however, answering questions during the lecture portion can put us seriously behind 
schedule. We ask therefore that questions be kept at a minimum and be asked during the 
breaks or during the wet lab portion, when we will be available to answer questions. 

4. We are not veterinarians; consequently, we are not legally permitted to 
answer specific questions about individual animals or cases, as that could be considered 
by some to be “practicing veterinary medicine without a license”. We are happy to 
answer questions with generalities, but please respect this precarious situation in which 
we find ourselves – we want to assist you, but also want to remain available to assist 
others! 

 
Thank you for attending and we look forward to hearing of your breeding 

successes in the future! 
 

 
 
 
 

Jos Mottershead 

 
 
 
 

Kathy St.Martin 
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